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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 13-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 6,019,402 to Arabia, Jr. et al. 

Arabia discloses rotary-latch lock (10) having a rotary latch (24) which is retained in a 
locked position by a catch (26), and having an actuating member (132) which can be displaced 
by an electric motor (112) from a starting position into an actuating position and is intended for 
pivoting the catch into a release position, in which the rotary latch can pivot into an open 
position, wherein a release member (1 18) is operative by means of the rotary latch, as the latter 
rotates into the open position, to release the actuating member for the catch for return 
displacement into the starting position, as in claim 13. 

Arabia also discloses the actuating member being displaced from the starting position 
into the actuating position counter to the restoring force of a spring (28), as in claim 14, and the 
actuating member is an axially displaceable worm (144) which is arranged in a non-rotatable 
manner on a shaft (figure 1) which is driven in rotation by a motor, a protrusion (1 16) of the 
release member engaging in the worm helix, as in claim 15, wherein the spring (20) is a helical 
compression spring (column 3, line 66-column 4, line 3), which is seated on the shaft, as in claim 
16, and the shaft engages through the fork interior (1 16) of a fork-like end (figure 5) of the catch, 
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said end forming the disengaging section, as in claim 18, as well as the protrusion is assigned to 
one lever arm (82) and another lever arm (84), of the release member, and follows the rotary 
latch in contact therewith, as in claim 20, and where the shaft (15) runs up against a block when 
the release position of the catch is reached (column 10, lines 20-23), as in claim 22. 

Arabia additionally discloses a stop (122) which is assigned in a rotationally fixed 
manner to the shaft and strikes against a mating stop (126) when the release position of the catch 
is reached, as in claim 23, wherein the stop is a radial protrusion (figure 5) and the mating stop is 
assigned to the disengaging section, as in claim 24, wherein the stop is at an end of the shaft 
(figure 5), as in claim 25. 

Arabia further discloses the actuating member acts on a disengaging section (82) of a 
catch arrangement, as in claim 17, and the release member is a lever which can be pivoted about 
a lock-housing-mounted pin (18, figure 2), as in claim 19, as well as a disengaging protrusion 
(88, 90) which projects radially from the rotary latch and is intended for another lever arm (1 16) 
of the release member, as in claim 21. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 

rotary latches with power operated unlatching means: 

U.S. Patent Number 6,568,720 to Szablewski, U.S. Patent Number 6,565,13 1 to 
Roos, U.S. Patent Number 6,557,91 1 to Nelsen et al, U.S. Patent Number 6,517,128 to 
Perkins et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,435,575 to Pajak, U.S. Patent Number 5,419,597 to 
Brackmann et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,078,436 to Kleefeldt et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (703) 305-4067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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